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CASA

It’s a 
wrap 

Designer DIANE VON 
FURSTENBERG’s cosy Parisian home 

takes her back to where it all started. By 
DEBRA-DERIEUX MATOS
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desIGNeR deN
Furstenberg‘s Parisan 
home designed with 
the help of Francois 
Catroux is a study in 
good taste 
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and refinement to this 
space along with his sig-
nature designs that 

showcase his mastery of handling 
volumes, surfaces and proportions. 

Like her iconic jersey slinky wrap 
dress, it was important for Fursten-
berg that the design of her Parisian 
home be a reflection of who she is. 
Her home offers an elegant simplici-
ty and comfort, where patterns and 
colours unravel and live on in  
her surroundings. 

Not a fan of ornately decked up 
spaces, Furstenberg wished to create 
a living space that didn’t feel deco-
rated, yet was filled with beautiful 

bourhood on the left bank filled with 
bookstores, exorbitant galleries and 
a great sense of style that fills the air. 
One of the world’s popular bohemian 
neighborhoods, St Germain de Pres 
was once the playground to actor/
dancer Josephine Baker, prancing in 
feathers and tapping shoes; it was 
where Ernest Hemmingway sat for 
hours in cafés to pen Moveable Feast. 

Upon returning to Paris, Fursten-
berg was lucky to find a place two 
doors from her old address in a beau-
tiful 18th-century building, a cosy 
place that offers a view of the mag-
nificent 17th-century Mazarine Bib-
lioteque, the oldest public library in 
France, from her dining room win-
dow as she sips her morning coffee or 
entertains guests. 

With the help of Francois Catroux, 
well-known interior designer and 
longtime friend, Furstenberg found a 
way to bring out their shared sense of 
glamour and earthly simplicity in 
decorating her Parisian abode. Inter-
nationally renowned for his design 
aesthetics, Catroux applied his par-
ticular blend of good taste, discipline 

LIVIng

AWhen fashion designer Diane Von 
Furstenberg packs her bags, she 
makes sure never to leave the camera 
behind, prepared to capture images 
that feed her imagination and inspire 
her designs. Way before globetrot-
ting became a trend, it was a way of 
life for Furstenberg, who haa been a 
traveller since early childhood. 

Even today, she continues to hon-
our this family tradition—alone or 
with family—trekking obscure desti-
nations and exploring unfamiliar 
landscapes to bring back treasures 
flowing with the richness of experi-
ences and images. While her homes in 
New York, Connecticut and the Ba-
hamas offer her space to indulge with 
her family, it is Furstenberg’s pied-à-
terre in Paris that she calls more than 
just a home. It’s a refuge where she 
finds herself. “Paris is me—me 
alone,” she’s been quoted saying. 

With her successful career, she 
could have acquired a glitzy hotel in 
one of the chic Parisian neighbor-
hoods. But her choice of residence 
stands true to where it all started for 
her…in St Germain de Pres. A neigh-

oN the JoB 
The beige and grey 
office space is lined with 
a collection of Richard 
Avedon’s iconic black 
and white photos 

WoRLd VIeW
below: The library 
features a Chinese 
coffee table and an 
African carrier chair. 
Right: View of the 

objects, family relics and paintings by 
friends such as Andy Warhol and 
François-Marie Banier. Practical and 
comfort-oriented, the two artistes 
aimed at creating a refined, timeless 
universe where Furstenberg’s collec-
tion of original ethnic chic fuses har-
moniously with the contemporary 
designer’s antique pieces. 

Like a symphony, a delicately 
painted Plexiglas coffee table de-
signed by Kimoto Yoshida supports 
two richly coloured porcelain birds, 
while an Andy Warhol portrait of 
Furstenberg grooms the wall above a 
marble-top Empire console. As you 
enter her living room, you are  
besieged by an irresistible urge to 
plunge into the silk golden eggshell-
toned sofa designed by Catroux. Two 
copper-toned pouf-styled coffee  
tables designed by Hervé Van  
Der Straeten stand between two  
African crafted armchairs confec-
tioned with coloured pearls. Below, 
the zebra-motif carpet is of her very 
own design. 

Inside Furstenberg’s office area, 
Richard Avedon’s iconic black-and-
white photos dress the walls, comple-
menting the beige and grey tone 
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BALANCING ACt 
Furstenberg’s residence 
at St Germain de Pres 
manages to bring 
together glamour with 
earthly simplicity 

>
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used in carriers in African airports 
during the colonial era.

While Furstenberg’s bedroom  
remains discrete and refined in  
all its simplicity with an Empire 
commode and rich silk curtains 
that embrace her bed, the  
guestroom is vastly different.  
In contrast, it is rich in textures 
and patterns, where a beautifully 
crafted silk folding screen lined 
with antique nails replaces the 
doors and a striped carpet against 
animal-motif upholstered furniture 
adds that very special touch that 
defines Furstenberg. n

Furstenberg’s home 
offers an elegant 

simplicity and comfort, 
where patterns and 

colours  unravel and live 
on in her surroundings 

sofa and cushions designed by Ca-
troux. The space strikes a glamorous 
tone, as if paying homage to high 
fashion and Hollywood at the height 
of the Golden era.

The library is an exquisite Out  
Of Africa-themed space where  
a fully stacked Wengé bookshelf 
covers the walls, filled with books, 
personal mementos, photos as well 
as a Warhol portrait of Marilyn 
Monroe. The zebra-motif carpet 
covers the floor and a cast iron  
bed from the Restoration period, 
re-upholstered in vibrant African 
silk, is flanked by a Chinese-style 
coffee table and a surprising rock-
ing chair made out of the metal 

BIRd soNG
The living features a 
Plexiglas coffee table 
by Kimoto yoshida 
supporting two 
porcelain birds


